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CITY OF BOSTON. 


In Common Council, Sept. 9, 1869. 


THe Committee on Ordinances would respectfully recommend 
the passage of the accompanying ordinance in relation to the 
Public Library. 

The changes proposed in the present ordinance are recom- 
mended by the Board of Trustees, at this time, for the purpose 
of having them inserted in the new edition of laws and ordi- 
nances authorized to be printed by the City Council. 

The only important alterations are: | 

First. Reorganizing the Board of Trustees to conform to the 
other Boards elected by the City Council. 

Second. Striking out the provision making it obligatory 
upon the Board of Trustees to appoint a librarian; and, 

Third. Authorizing the Trustees to establish branch libraries 
in sections of the city distant from the central library, when 
appropriations are made for that purpose by the City Council. 


For the Committee. 


JOHN T. BRADLEE, 


Chairman. 





Cirvy OP B Oset ON: 


AN ORDINANCE 


IN RELATION TO THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Be it ordained by the Aldermen and Common Council of the City of 
Boston, in City Council assembled, as follows : 


Section 1. In the month of January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy, and annually afterwards in said month, the 
city council shall elect, by concurrent vote of the two branches, 
one member of the board of aldermen and two members of the 
common council, to be members of the board of trustees of 
‘the public library, to hold office during the remainder of the 
municipal year in which they are elected, and until others are 
elected in their places, unless sooner removed from office by the 
city council for cause. In the month of March or April, in the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy, and annually thereafter, in 
March or April, there shall be elected by concurrent vote of the 
two branches of the city council, two members of the board 
of trustees of the public library from the citizens at large, to 
hold their offices for three years from the first Monday in May 
in the year of their election, and until others are elected in 
their places, unless sooner removed from office by the city 
council for cause. Whenever any vacancy shall occur in said 
board of trustees by death, resignation or otherwise, such 
vacancy shall be reported by the said board to the city 


council; and they shall proceed to fill the same by the election 
1* 


6 ; City Document. — No. 77. © 


of another trustee in the manner aforesaid, who shall hold his ~ 
office for the residue of the term for which such member, so 
deceased, resigned or removed, would have held the same. 

Sror. 2. The persons so chosen shall meet and organize 
themselves into a board, by the choice of one of their number 
as president; and they may make such rules and regulations 
for their own government, and in relation to the officers ap- 
pointed as hereinafter provided, as they may deem expedient, 
provided that they shall not be inconsistent with the provisions 
of this ordinance. 

Sect. 8. The said trustees shall have the general care and 
control of the public library, together with the interior of the 
building, its fixtures, furniture, and of the expenditure of all 
moneys appropriated therefor; and they may make such rules 
and regulations in relation to the same, and fix and enforce such 
penalties for their violation as they may deem expedient and 
proper, subject at all times to such limitations, restrictions and 
amendments as the city council may direct. 

Sect. 4. The said trustees shall annually, in the month of 
May or June, present to the city council a report, made up to 
and including the thirtieth day of the preceding April, containing 
a statement of the condition of the library, the number of books 
that have been added during the past year, with an account 
of all the receipts and expenditures, together with such infor- 
mation or suggestions as they may deem important; and they 
shall, at the same time, transmit to the city council the annual © 
report of the committee for the examination of the library, 
hereinafter mentioned. 

Sect. 5. The board of trustees of the public library of 
the city of Boston shall, annually, as soon as may be after the 
organization of the board, and whenever any vacancy exists, 
appoint a suitable person for superintendent of the public li- 
brary, who shall hold his office for one year from the time of 
his appointment, and until some other person shall be appointed 
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in his place. Said superintendent shall be removable at the 
pleasure of the trustees, and shall receive such compensation 
as the city council may from time to time determine; he 
shall be a citizen of Boston and resident thereof, so much 
of the year as the trustees shall direct. Said bcard may 
appoint such assistants and subordinate officers as they may 
think necessary or expedient, and may remove the same, and 
shall fix their compensation; provided, that the amount thus 
paid shall not exceed, in the whole, the sum appropriated by the 
city council for that item of expense. 

Srot. 6. The trustees shall annually appoint a committee 
of five citizens at large, who, together with a trustee as chair- 
man, shall examine the library, and make report of its condi- 
tion to the trustees. 

_ Sect. 7. No payment of money shall be made on account of 
the library, except by order of the board, and in pursuance of 
a warrant signed by the president. 

Sect. 8. Whenever there shall be occasion for repairs or 
alterations in any part of the library building, the superin- 
tendent shall cause the same to be reported to the joint standing 
committee of the city council on public buildings. 

Sect. 9. A letter of acknowledgment, signed by the presi- 
dent, and countersigned by the superintendent, shall be promptly 
returned to every person making a donation to the library. 

Sot. 10. In prescribing the regulations relative to the care 
and use of the books, it shall be the duty of the trustees to 
adopt such measures as shall extend the benefits of the institu- 
tion as widely as possible among the citizens and residents of 
Boston; and when, in their judgment, the public interests will 
be advanced, the trustees may grant, for a limited period, privi- 
leges in the library to other individuals. 

Seot. 11. The said trustees shall have power, from time to 
time, to establish branch libraries of popular and useful books 
and periodicals in sections of the city distant from the main col- 


8 Ciry Document. — No. 77. 


lection, provided the same be not established until the necessary 
appropriations be duly voted by the city council, and the esti- 
mates for such appropriations be made a part of the annual es- 
timates of the city auditor. For this purpose they shall be 
authorized to provide suitable rooms, to appoint the necessary 
attendants, and to establish regulations for the same. 

Sect. 12, An ordinance in relation to the public library, 
passed the twentieth day of October, in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-three, and the ordinance in relation to the 
election and residence of the superintendent and librarian, 
passed the eleventh day of July, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-five, and all ordinances in addition thereto, 
and amendatory thereof, are hereby repealed; said repeal to 
take effect on the first day of January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy. 

Srot. 18. This ordinance shall take effect on the first day 
-of January, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy; pro- 
vided, however, that the members of the board of trustees of 
the Public Library, elected in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-nine from the board of aldermen and the common 
council, shall continue to hold their office until the first Mon- 
day in January, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy, and 
until others are elected in their place, unless sooner removed; 
and the members elected in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven from the citizens at large, to hold office for three 
years, shall continue to hold their office until the first Monday 
in May, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy, and until 
others are elected in their place, unless sooner removed; and 
the members elected in the year eighteen hundred and sixty- 
eight from the citizens at large, to hold office for three years, 
shall continue to hold their office until the first Monday in May, 
in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one, and until others 
are elected in their place, unless sooner removed; and the mem- 
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